sian language, several copies of which are to be found in our public libraries. The G i t a, which has appeared in an English dress, forms part of this work; but, as it contains doctrines thought too sublime for the vulgar, it is often left out of the text, as happens to be the case in this copy. Its place is in the 6th book, called Bhishma-parva. This copy is written in the character which, by way of pre-eminence, is called -nagari.
Ly J. 1.
b. Ditto. Another copy, without notes, written in the character pecu liar to the province of B e n g a l, in which the Brahmans of that country are wont to transcribe all their books. Most of the alphabets of India, though they differ very much in the shape of their letters, agree in their number and powers, and are capable of expressing the S, as well as their ow particular language. This copy contains the Gita, in its proper place.
Ly 
Agni Parana.
This work, feigned to have been delivered by , the god of fire, contains a variety of subjects, and seems to have been intended as an epitome of Hindu learning. The poem opens with a short account of the several incarnations of Vishnu; particularly in the persons of , whose exploits are the theme of the R a m a y a n a, and of , the material offspring of Vasudeva. Then follows a history of the creation; a tedious dissertation on the worship of the gods, with a description of their images, and directions for constructing and setting them up; a concise description of the earth, and of those places which are esteemed holy, with the forms of worship to be ob served at th em ; a treatise on astronomy, or rather astrology; a variety of incantations, charms, and spells, for every occa sion ; computation of the periods called Manwantaras; a de scription of the several religious modes of life, called and the duties to be performed in each of them respectively; rules for doing penance; feasts and fasts to be observed throughout the year; rules for bestowing charity; a disser tation on the great advantages to be derived from the mystic character O M ! with a hymn to Vasishta. The next subject relates to the office and duties of princes; under which head are given rules for knowing the qualities of men and women; for choosing arms and ensigns of royalty; for the choice of precious stones; which are followed by a treatise on the art of war, the greatest part of which is wanting in this copy. The next head treats of worldly transactions between man and man, in buying and selling, borrowing and lending, giving and receiving, &c. & c . and the laws respecting them. Then
follow certain ordinances, according to the , respecting means of security from misfortunes, and for the worship of the gods. Lists of the two races of kings, called the , and the Chandravansa; of the family of , and of Crishna; with a short history of the twelve years war, described in the Maha-bharata. A treatise on the art of healing, as applicable to man and beast, with rules for the management of elephants, horses, and cows; charms and spells for curing various disor ders ; and the mode of worshipping certain divinities. On the letters of the Sanscrita alphabet; on the ornaments of speech, as applicable to prose, verse, and the drama; on the mystic signification of the single letters of the Sanscrita alphabet; a grammar of the Sanscrita language, and a short vocabulary. The work is divided into 353 short chapters, and is written in the Bengal character.
Ly. J.
5.
Calica Purajia. A mythological history of the goddess Cali, in verse, and her adventures under various names and characters; a very curious and entertaining work, including, by way of episode, several beautiful allegories, particularly one founded upon the motions of the moon. There seems to be something wanting at the end. Bengal character, without notes.
